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AGING POSTCARDS—The photos above, mellow and dim- 
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DURING CONSTRUCTION—Here are factory shots of the Commodore 
that awaken memories for many an "old" Convair man. Center photo shows 
early model of cockpit later covered because weather made it tough on pilots. 
L. Y. Putney (Inspection SD) went along on Commodore's first test flight as 
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med by the years, show early scenes of the Commodore. Top, left 
to right: George Newman, Sr. (then a Consolidated vice-president); 


|. M. Laddon (then in Engineering); Leigh 


Wade (test pilot); the 


late William Wheatley [pilot]; Larry Bell, now of Bell Aircraft, and 


the late William Grooel 


(pilot). In lower photo, first Commodore 


is being lowered into Niagara River. Although not recognizable, 
L. W. Putney (Inspection SD), is standing on wing. 


Contest Scheduled For 


San Diego model airplane 
builders will have an opportunity 
July 17 to compete locally for 
cash prizes in the annual PAA 
load contest sponsored by Pan- 
American Airways. Flights will 
be at Gibbs Field under super- 
vision of the local chapter of 
Academy of Model Aeronautics, 
Harold Thomas, president. 

An important feature of the 
contest is that the free-flight 
gas models must carry a simu- 
lated “pay load,” represented by 


Model Planes 


eight-ounce wooden blocks which 
take the place of passengers. The 
blocks must have sufficient “visi- 
bility” through windows and be 
readily removable. The models 
must be able to fly with or with- 
out the “occupants.” Several 
divisions are open and Convair 
SD enthusiasts may enter by 
| contacting Thomas at T-1-4194. 
In addition to the San Diego sec- 
tional contest, a national meet 
will be held at the Naval Air 
Station at Olathe, Kan. 
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"Havana" flew to that city on initial visit for N 
most caused a riot because of incorrect spelling. Plane was 
hastily flown to Miami and repainted "Habana" to soothe local feelings. 


Page 3 


e 


i 


YRBA (the 


a mechanic, even though he was then working for NYRBA, the airline that ordered 
gh they were only supposed to go through taxi 
e pilot knew it and'so they stayed up two hours, 


‘Old’ Commodore Ignores Passing Years, 
Flies Passengers for Bahamas Line 


Of 14 flying boats which Convair built 20 years ago, 
at least one is still flying and, what is more, is carrying 


In all likelihood, several more 
of the same ships—Commodores 
built at Buffalo, N. Y., when 
Convair was Consolidated—are 
still in service somewhere in the 
World. Two years ago there were 
several at La Guardia field; 
others are reported in China; 
during the war still others flew 
as instrument and navigation 
trainers for the services. 

However, there is recent and 
definite information about one 
of the planes which flies for 
Bahamas Airways Ltd. In ans- 
swer to a query, the company 
replied: 

“We are indeed the proud 
possessors of a Commodore, 
which we do not look upon as 
old as she is a tireless carrier 
and still flies her full comple- 
ment of 18 passengers between 
the Outer Islands and the Ba- 
hamas on regular schedules. 

You will no doubt be interested ~ 
to hear that the Smithsonian 
Institute was interested enough 
to request two of her seats 
(which we sent reluctantly but 
with pride) to show how pas- 
sengers of 20 years ago were 
accommodated on the New 
York-Buenos Aires run. 

“Tf only the Commodore could 
talk she would indeed tell a fine 
story. She has been the property 
of this company for four years 
and we enclose a recent photo 
of her, still proudly advertising 
her skillful construction. . . . ” 

In reply to a request that the 
Commodore be photographed 
alongside a Convair-Liner (for 
Pan-American flies Liners in and 
out of the Bahamas) the com- 
pany stated in a lighter tone: 

“We would be only too pleased 
to comply but we are unable to 
increase the speed of the Com- 
modore to that of the Convair- 
Liner and the Liner could scarce- 
ly be expected to slow up to the 
Commodore’s 90 knots! 

“We anticipate continuing 
the Commodore in operation 
until September of this year 
when we intend, reluctantly, to 
replace her. She may be rele- 


.| passengers on a scheduled airline route! 


gated to the ignominious role 
of freighter. ...” 

The Commodores, built on the 
XPY-1 design which originally 
was drawn for the Navy, were 
manufactured for NYRBA (New 
York, Rio de Janeiro, Buenos 
Aires), an airline which later 
was taken over by Pan-Ameri- 
can. The boats were delivered in 
1929 and 1930 and a scattered 
few of Convair veterans recall 
the trials and tribulations of 
building them. L. W. Putney (In- 
spection SD) was perhaps closest 
to the planes for as NYRBA 
factory representative he watch- 
ed over construction and even 
served as mechanic on the first 
flight. 

“We dropped her in the Ni- 
agra River and it was a race 
to see whether we could get 
the engines going before we 


went over Niagara Falls!” 
Putney recalled. 
Because of the treacherous 


river, the plane later was assem- 
bled at Newport News. 

John (Scotty) Doig of Major 
Assembly SD, was a riveter then 
and remembers the job of crawl- 
ing inside the pontoons to work. 
In those days Leo Niemet (now 
on the second shift at SD) was 
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Smithsonian Institute. Scene 


a rivet boy and made the rounds 
every half hour with a tray of 
“ice box” rivets. There were 
others who remember the ship, 
K. (Dutch) Klein, Walter Koch, 
John Penfield, Frank Popadow- 
ski, all in Major Assembly at SD 
now. It was Dutch Klein who 
had the job of water testing the 
hull with a fire hose. One time 
the hose was left running and 
almost flooded the plant! 


Leo Bourdon (Dept. 24 SD) is 
another. He made the engine 
mounts; and Earl Wesp (Jigs 
and Fixtures SD) recalls the 
wooden bucks they used in those 
days. “Tooling wasn’t much of 
an item then,” he remarks. 


Still another who recalls the 
boats is O. E. Mecham (Service 
SD) who was stationed at Pan- 
ama with the Navy in the days 
when NYRBA and later Pan-Am 
flew them on South American 
routes. Navy facilities were used 
for servicing the ships. 

The one who recalls the Com- 
modore with the oddest mixture 
of emotions, however, is Robert 
Bussey (Convair assistant secre- 
tary and treasurer). 

“I was a night watchman 
aboard one of them, moored in 
the Niagara River in Novem- 

ber of 1929. I remember being 
cold even with a fur flying 
suit and a sleeping bag!” 


seats as these are now in the 


is interior of Commodore. 


